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the Arkansas, Yazoo, Choctaws, and Alibamons; but
the uprising of the Indians in the Natchez district,
in 1727, led to the fall of these several missions, to-
gether with that of French colonies above New Or-
leans. Father Du Poisson was killed by savages at
Natchez, where he was temporarily supplying the
French settlers in the absence of their Capuchin friar;
Souel fell a victim to the Yazoos, at whose hands
Doutreleau narrowly escaped destruction. However,
the Jesuits did not despair, but soon returned to the
Lower Mississippi, where they continued their labors
until about 1770, although the order had in 1762 been
suppressed in France.

The Louisiana mission of the Jesuits, while pro-
ducing several martyrs, and rich in striking examples
of missionary zeal, has yielded but meagre document-
ary results; few of the papers in the present series
touch upon its work, and indeed detailed knowledge
thereof is not easily obtainable. Severed from Can-
ada by a long stretch of wilderness, communication
with the St. Lawrence basin was difficult and spas-
modic, and in the case of the Jesuits generally unnec-
essary; for, having their own superior at New Or-
leans, his allegiance was to the general of the order
in France, not to his fellow-superiors in Quebec and
Montreal. The several missions of New France played
a large part in American history; that of Louisiana,
although interesting, is of much less importance.

THE RELATIONS.

A few explorers like Champlain, Radisson, and Per-
rot have left valuable narratives behind them, which
are of prime importance in the study of the begin-
nings of French settlement in America; but it is to



